Cursuri de vara in perioada 3-8 iulie 2011, in Grecia

Inquiry-based science teaching approaches and school’s synergies with informal science learning environments are very topical issues in today’s science education. They are also the concepts underpinning the three professional development summer schools that we, Ellinogermaniki Agogi and the University of Crete, will be organising in Crete, Greece, on 3rd - 8th July 2011. This year’s summer schools are successors of a number of very successful similar training courses organized in recent years.

 

We would be grateful if you could disseminate the following information on these summer schools to science teachers and science communicators in your organizations, networks, and/or partnerships. Especially note that participants may qualify for a European grant that will allow them to attend the course free of charge. This is possible under the Comenius-Grundtvig In-Service Training scheme (http://ec.europa.eu/education/trainingdatabase/). Detailed information for this is given further below. Those interested should take special note of the deadline for applications (this should be the 14th January 2011 in most European countries).

 

The three summer schools focus on different aspects of the science learning landscape.

 

1) The summer school under the title “Best Practices in Inquiry-Based Science Education (IBSE)” will bring together science educators from various European countries and introduce them to inquiry based science teaching techniques, with the view to help them incorporate these in their current practice. Participant science teachers will be immersed in the process of science inquiry through contact with a unique collection of open digital educational resources linked with the science curricula which have proven (as part of the EU project ‘Pathway’) their efficiency and efficacy in promoting inquiry based education. At the same time participants will develop their learning design skills within a training framework that will provide a means for creating learning activities into a workflow and a vehicle for the sharing and re-use of learning design patterns in schools. In addition, teachers will be trained to select appropriate learning design ICT tools that suit their own needs in terms of planning, implementing and sharing pedagogical ideas.
 

2) The summer school entitled “Discover Open Science Resources: Technology Enhanced Science Education and Science Content Organisation” aims to bring together practitioners from the areas of formal science education and informal science learning and communication. They will be introduced to state-of-the-art concepts and methods for organizing and enhancing digital science learning content, and share ideas about how these could be applied in the context of formal and informal learning synergies. Participants will be familiarized with and practically use tools and processes that have been specifically designed for this purpose following current international standards (as part of the EU project ‘OpenScienceResources’): they will be searching for and sharing science learning resources, characterizing them with standardized educational metadata and social tags, and using them to design comprehensive learning experiences for their audiences (students, museum visitors, etc.).

 

3) The summer school entitled “Natural Europe: Use of Natural History and Environmental Cultural Heritage Digital Content for Education” aims to strengthen the partnership between natural history museums and schools, which can constructively shape the environmental culture of the youth. Natural history museum staff and school science teachers and trainers will study the educational added value of museums’ digital resources, and will become familiar with ways to make access to environmental and science education content more efficient in modes and settings as diverse as a physical visit to the museum, a virtual tour and web surfing. Course participants will develop skills in the use of technologies developed (as part of the EU project ‘Natural Europe’) for the enhancement with metadata and the organisation of relevant digital content, as well as the design of corresponding learning activities.
 

All summer schools will follow a strongly participant-centred approach aiming at the development of lively communities of practice. Beside practical workshops, all training courses will include inspiring key note talks and lectures, as well as educational field visits to the Natural History Museum of Crete and the Skinakas Observatory on the top of one of Crete’s legendary mountains. There will also be free time for participants to explore the beauties of the Cretan nature and local culture.

 

Please consider your participation and/or disseminate this to people who may be interested to attend.

 

Below you will find additional summary information about the courses and the available grants. Please feel free to contact Sofoklis Sotiriou (Ellinogermaniki Agogi, sotiriou@ea.gr) and/or George Neofotistos (University of Crete, neofotistos@physics.uoc.gr) for further information and advice.

 

---------------------------------------------

SUMMARY INFORMATION ON THE SUMMER SCHOOLS

 

I)
Course title: Best Practices in Inquiry-Based Science Education (IBSE)

Main target groups: science teachers

Comenius-Grundtvig Training Database reference number: GR-2011-128-001

Link for locating the course in the Comenius-Grundtvig Training Database: http://ec.europa.eu/education/trainingdatabase/index.cfm?fuseaction=DisplayCourse&cid=27030 

 

II)
Course title: DISCOVER OPEN SCIENCE RESOURCES: Technology Enhanced Science Education and Science Content Organisation

Main target groups: science teachers, science museum educators, science centre staff, science communicators

a) For teachers:
Comenius-Grundtvig Training Database reference number: GR-2011-130-001 

Link for locating the course in the Comenius-Grundtvig Training Database: http://ec.europa.eu/education/trainingdatabase/index.cfm?fuseaction=DisplayCourse&cid=27032
b) For museum educators, science centre staff, science communicators etc:
Comenius-Grundtvig Training Database reference number: GR-2011-133-001
Link for locating the course in the Comenius-Grundtvig Training Database: http://ec.europa.eu/education/trainingdatabase/index.cfm?fuseaction=DisplayCourse&cid=27319
 

III)
Course title: NATURAL EUROPE: Use of Natural History and Environmental Cultural Heritage Digital Content for Education

Main target groups: science teachers, natural history museum staff

a) For teachers:
Comenius-Grundtvig Training Database reference number: GR-2011-131-001

Link for locating the course in the Comenius-Grundtvig Training Database: http://ec.europa.eu/education/trainingdatabase/index.cfm?fuseaction=DisplayCourse&cid=27035 

b) For museum staff, etc:
Comenius-Grundtvig Training Database reference number: GR-2011-132-001

Link for locating the course in the Comenius-Grundtvig Training Database: http://ec.europa.eu/education/trainingdatabase/index.cfm?fuseaction=DisplayCourse&cid=27310 

 

Venue: a five-star hotel with excellent conference facilities on the island of Crete, Greece (the exact venue will become known in due course).

 

Dates: From 3rd July 2011 (starting at 17:00 hours) to 8th July 2011 (ending at 13:00 hours).

 

Summer school websites, with up-to-date information: 
www.ea.gr/ep/pathway-summerschool 
www.ea.gr/ep/osr-summerschool 

www.ea.gr/ep/nature-summerschool
 

Information about the grants:
Instructions for applying for a Comenius-Grundtvig Training grant are available at: http://ec.europa.eu/education/trainingdatabase/instructions%20for%20applying-EN.doc
 

The link for locating your National Agency of the Lifelong Learning Programme is the following: http://ec.europa.eu/education/lifelong-learning-programme/doc1208_en.htm 

 

Those interested in applying for the grant should:

1) Contact their own National Agency immediately to obtain information on the grant application procedures and check the deadline for submitting their application. To our knowledge, the deadline in most cases should be the 14th of January 2011. 

2) Follow the application procedure as instructed by the National Agency, contacting the training organizers whenever necessary in the process (for pre-registration etc).

3) When they hear from the National Agency that they have been awarded a grant (normally 7-10 weeks after the application deadline), contact the training providers to register for the course formally.

 

Contacts for further information and assistance: 

Sofoklis Sotiriou (Ellinogermaniki Agogi), sotiriou@ea.gr, and George Neofotistos (University of Crete), neofotistos@physics.uoc.gr.

